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Year 4’s Parent Workshop
Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG)
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Why SPAG?
. English focus

. Parents evening

. Generally confident with maths and spelling

. Writing starts with grammar knowledge - Coherent 
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At Waverley Junior Academy we want all of our pupils to 
write with confidence and accuracy for a variety of 
purposes and audiences - whilst developing their own 
individual flair. We want our pupils to be able to write with 
grammatical accuracy and be able to apply spelling 
patterns correctly using a neat handwriting style. We aim 
to expose our pupils to a wide range of vocabulary, in all 
areas of the curriculum, so that they able to decipher new 
words and then use them when speaking both informally 
and formally.   
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Spelling expectations
Over the course of Year 3 and Year 4, children are taught different 
spelling rules to compliment the lower key stage 2 statutory spelling 
list.  
A selection of the spellings are sent home weekly and tested every 
Friday.
They are also practiced daily using a number different strategies to 
support the children.
The spelling rules taught include a number of different prefixes and 
suffixes, homophones and possessive apostrophe with plural words.
In your packs, you will find a copy of the Year 3 and 4 statutory 
spelling list and the rules that are taught.

This looks like…
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Year 1 

● Separation of words with spaces

● Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences

● Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun 

Year 2 

● Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation 
marks to demarcate sentences

● Commas to separate items in a list

● Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to 
mark singular possession in nouns (for example, the girl’s name)
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Year 3

● Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.

Year 4 

● Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech. For example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 
punctuation within inverted commas: 

The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”

● Apostrophes to mark plural possession (for example, the girl’s 
name, the girls’ names) 

● Use of commas after fronted adverbials
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Examples of punctuation questions

Multiple
choice

Explanation

Insert 
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Year 4 Punctuation Target
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Year 4 Grammar expectations

In Year 4, your child will use many key features of grammar and 
punctuation in their writing, as well as being able to use all the 
grammar and punctuation they learnt earlier in school.

Year 1

letter, capital letter word, singular, plural sentence punctuation, full 
stop, question mark, exclamation mark

Year 2

noun, noun phrase statement, question, exclamation, command 
compound, suffix adjective, adverb, verb tense (past, present) 
apostrophe, comma
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Year 3

preposition, conjunction word family, prefix clause, subordinate 
clause direct speech consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 
inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’)

Year 4:

determiner pronoun, possessive pronoun adverbial
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Examples of grammar questions

Multiple
choice

Underline

Label
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Year 4 Grammar target
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Our 
recommended 

resources 
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Games

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-gra
mmar/grammar-year-4-age-8-9/

Sentence of the day: word class / improve 

Missing punctuation? 
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Understanding the 
importance of commas. 
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This book is really 
useful for 
supporting 
children and 
adults to 
understand the 
terminology used 
in English lessons.
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Websites
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https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/resources/cgp-s-free-online-10-minute-tests/free-primary-spag-online-10-minute-tests-years-1-t
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
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https://www.naturalcurriculum.co.uk/grammar/year-4-grammar-lessons/
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https://headstartprimary.com/free-grammar-punctuation-re
sources/
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https://spellingframe.co.uk/
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Writing inspiration - useful sites:

https://app.pobble.com/lessons/prompt
https://www.literacyshed.com/

https://app.pobble.com/lessons/prompt
https://www.literacyshed.com/

